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INTRODUCTION STUDY AREA

Bat forest species are considered among the most poorly known bat species in the Bat surveys were conducted in mountain and riparian forests from north-western Murcia and south of the
Iberian Peninsula®. The Iberian distribution range of these bat forest species is mostly Albacete province (Castilla-La Mancha, Fig. 1). Landscape is dominated by mountainous areas (altitude range =
drawn from isolated records, thus precluding a robust knowledge of their habitat 1200-2050 m.a.s.l.) with scattered habitat patches devoted to rainfed agriculture and extensive cattle farming.
preferences and current distribution. However, several recent studies have provided Forests are mostly composed by pine (Pinus nigra, P. pinaster, P. halepensis) and some dominant Mediterranean
novel and extensive data for the Iberian northern populations22°, whereas the status scrubland species (i.e. Quercus rotundifolia and Juniperus thurifera), with a lower contribution of other

broadleaf trees (i.e. Q. faginea, Q. pyrenaica, Acer granatense and Corylus avellana). In addition to these
mountain forests, mature riparian forests also occur in the close vicinity of two main rivers (Mundo and Segura)
and some small streams (Tus and other tributaries), and are mostly composed by Populus sp., Salix sp., Fraxinus
angustifolia and Ulmus minor 2>*’. Furthermore, drinking troughs, artificial pools and other types of traditional
small waterbodies are still abundant in the study area and they are managed by local people for farming or
cattle-raising purposes.

of these species remains unknown in the southern half of the Iberian Peninsula and
only some records have been reported 3%21-24, This study provides new locations of
Barbastella barbastellus, Myotis mystacinus and M. bechsteinii in the Iberian south-
eastern, thus notably expanding the distribution range of these forest-specialist bat
species in mainland Spain.
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FIG 1. Map of the study area in the Iberian southeast and location of the surveyed sites. Above maps show the most recent distribution, previous to this
study, for the three forest bat species (a: Barbastella barbastellus; b: Myotis bechsteinii; and c: Myotis mystacinus) and are extracted from Guixé &
Camprodon (2018). Below maps show the location of the surveyed sites by sampling methods (d) and the new reported records for the three bat species
(e). A gradient of forest density is provided to represent the woodland habitat preferences showed by the study bat species. Forest density is computed
from the Spanish National Forestry Inventory (Direccion General de Desarrollo Rural y Politica, 2012).
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