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CONCLUSSIONSCONCLUSSIONSCONCLUSSIONSCONCLUSSIONS

1) Cereals, occasionally molted, are the main food and carbohydrate source. Rarely 

they are supplied legumes (germinated soya) and animal proteins as protein source.

2) Very frequently the cereals are complemented by vegetables. The preferred wild 

herbs are purslane, amaranth and diverse compositae. On cultivated plants they are 

lucerne, onion and garlic. Most of these species have active principles to improve egg 

quality and to protect animal health.  

3) Black pepper and garlic are very frequent in the supplements to little chicks. Both 

have antimicrobial activity. Sometimes they are supplied proteins of animal origin like 

egg, fodder and wasp larvae. 

4) Some breeders prefer odd numbers (5 hens per cockerel, odd number of eggs per 

brrody hen) and avoid to begin incubation on Tuesday, probably in relation to 

superstitious beliefs.

5) Ash is used as external antiparasitic and quicklime and the sun as disinfectants.

6) It has been detected the traditional technique of sexing by the egg form. It is known 

but not usually applied.

7) Popular sayings mention the best breeding time and for enlarging clutch size.
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Castellana Murciana Alicantina

Some autochthonous endangered breeds of hen

ABSTRACT

Background: Background: Background: Background: The lost of biodiversity is especially worrying concerning 
the autochthonous breeds of domestic animals. Parallel to the population 

decrease of these breeds, its is vanishing the traditional knowledge 
associated to their management.

Objectives: Objectives: Objectives: Objectives: The study aims to compile information about the traditional 
management of fowl diseases and parasites in the Iberian Southeast with 

special focus on the use of both wild and cultivated plants.

Methods: Methods: Methods: Methods: The information was obtained through semi-structured 

interviews to old people and breeders of autochthonous breeds which are 

at risk of extinction. The plants that, according to interviewed people, 
were used are evaluated with published literature in order to determine 

the possible effects on fowl health

Results and conclusions:Results and conclusions:Results and conclusions:Results and conclusions: Traditional management of hens include the use 
of plants whose function is not only simple nutrition of the animals, as 

many species contain active principles which were experimentally shown 

to be useful for prevention and treatment of diseases and parasites which 

usually afflict to hens. However, we also recorded oral traditions for the 

management of the fowl that presents evident relations to numeric 

superstitions and magic.

Keywords: Keywords: Keywords: Keywords: Hens, ethnoveterinary

METHOD

Number of interviews 9/ Number of men 5 Number of women 4

Age: 83, 76*, 72, 70, >65, 60, 44*, 40*, 30* 

*autochthonus breeders

Questions related to the breeder and the hens he/she breeds, feeding and 

housing of the animals, numerical management, sexing of chickens and 

eggs, traditional sayings, other questions of interest. 

Wild amaranthus

Purslane

Ancestral technique of sexing eggs

Ecologic fooder
Preparing lucerne for hens
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3) SEXING OF CHICKENS
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4) POPULAR SAYINGS
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1) FEEDING
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